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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Brierley  Hill. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  total  number  of  notifications  were  846:  of  these  763  were  measles, 
the  remainder  amounted  to  83.  There  was  a large  increase  in  the  number  of 
measles,  but  all  other  infectious  diseases  were  reduced. 

There  was,  however,  an  increase  of  one  as  compared  with  1954  in  the 
notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  This,  no  doubt,  is  due  to  the  new  Regula- 
tions which  call  for  notification  of  all  cases  where  a temperature  of  100.4°  or 
over  occurs  in  any  woman  within  14-days  after  childbirth  regardless  of  the 
cause  of  infection.  One  of  the  three  notifications  was  due  to  infection  remote 
from  the  birth  passages.  ' 


Smallpox 

There  was  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  number  of  smallpox  inoculations 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  for  this  year  as  compared  with  those  of  1954. 


Year 

Live  Births 

Inoculations 

1954 

744 

117 

Tuberculosis 

1955 

666 

109 

Although  the  notification  rate  remains  high  the  death  rate  from  this 
disease  has  been  falling  steadily,  the  8 deaths  in  1955  being  the  lowest  recorded. 

'It  is  obvious  that  very  soon  all  the  old  fears  associated  with  tuberculosis 
will  have  disappeared:  the  present  day  facilities  for  early  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment have  done  much  and  will  do  more  to  combat  this  disease. 

No  mass  radiography  was  carried  out.  The  position  will  be  further 
reviewed  after  the  next  survey. 


5 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  constant  effort  to  reduce  the  infantile  mortality  rate  continues. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  I that  of  the  17  infantile  deaths  recorded  11 
were  caused  by  prematurity  and  congenital  malformation. 

The  total  deaths  due  to  malformation  for  the  years  1950-1955  were  61 
and  from  infection,  accident,  etc.,  54.  The  figures  sbew  a steady  decrease  in 
deaths  from  non-congenital  conditions  and  reflect  the  efforts  of  the  general 
practitioners  and  the  help  and  assistance  available  to  expectant  mothers  in  the 
various  clinics  and  hospitals. 


Year 

No.  of 

Live  Births 

Congenital 

Conditions 

N on- Congenital 
Conditions 

1950 

769 

7 

12 

1951 

749 

9 

11 

1952 

762 

15 

9 

1953 

773 

9 

8 

1954 

744 

10 

8 

1955 

666 

11 

6 

Clean  Food 

The  high  standard  of  the  handling  of  food  and  the  continued  supervision 
of  food  premises  is  shewing  gratifying  results.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of 
infectious  diseases  that  only  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the 
year  under  review,  and  although  this  is  one  more  than  1954  the  figure  must  be 
considered  very  satisfactory  in  a population  of  approximately  50,000. 


Housing 

During  the  year  250  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council,  and  323  by 
private  enterprise.  Although,  as  compared  with  1954,  thero  is  some  diminution 
of  the  houses  erected  by  the  Council,  an  increase  is  recorded  in  the  number 
built  by  private  enterprise.  The  total  is  a higher  figure  than  for  the  previous 
year. 

To  members  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Parker,  Officers,  and  the^  staff  of  the 
Department,  I again  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  their  willing  co-operation. 


J.  H.  DONNELLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 
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SECTION  A 

Statistics 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  (mid  1955)  . . . . 49,740 

Area  (in  aeres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,851 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . £460,062 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  1955-56  . . . . . . . . £884 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

. . 653 

355 

298 

Illegitimate 

13 

9 

4 

666 

364 

302 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Standardized  Birth  Rate 

13.39 

0.96 

12.85 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

18 

11 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

18 

11 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still  Births) 
Rate  per  1,000  population  (Still  Births) 

26.32 

0.36 

Total 

Males 

Fern  ales 

Deaths 

523 

276 

247 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Standardized  Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 
All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

10.51 

1.16 

12.19 

17 

. . 25.53 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births 

17 

. . 26.03 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

• • • • 

1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Leaf  IS  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

85 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

• • • • 

8 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  Standardized  Birth  Rate  of  12.85  eompares  with  that  of  14.47  for 
the  year  1954.  It  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  15.0. 

Deaths 

The  Standardized  Death  Rate  of  12.19  is  higher  than  that  of  11.21  for 
1954,  there  being  46  more  deaths.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population 
in  England  and  Wales  is  11.7. 

The  most  frequent  causes  continue  to  be  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  Intra- 
cranial Vascular  Lesions,  Bronchitis,  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  These 
categories  included  341  deaths. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  Births  exceeded  the  number  of  Deaths  by  143. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infantile  Mortality  of  25.53  per  1,000  live  births  compares  with  24.7 
for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  the  figure  for  1954. 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


TABLE  I 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


8 


9 


TABLE  II 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN 


Diseases 

1955 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tubereulosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

3 

5 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tubereulosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitie  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

9 

5 

14 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

16 

— 

16 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast.  . 

1 

4 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

24 

25 

49 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

29 

49 

78 

Coronary  Disease — Angina 

24 

14 

38 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

7 

10 

Other  Heart  Disease  . . 

25 

33 

58 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

13 

10 

23 

Influenza 

6 

4 

10 

Pneumonia 

8 

6 

14 

Bronchitis 

41 

14 

55 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

4 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

11 

5 

16 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy — Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

2 

7 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

28 

42 

70 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

— 

5 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

Suicide 

2 

5 

7 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

1 

— 

1 

All  causes 

276 

247 

523 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

The  County  Council  through  its  Area  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  following  health  services: 

Health  Centres 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care 
Domestic  Help 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulance  Service 
Mental  Health  Service 

Close  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  Area  Health  Office  was 
maintained. 


Hospitals 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Wordsley  Hospital,  Brierley  Hill 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Other  Hospitals  within  easy  reach  are  those  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  referred  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  i.e.,  Moxley 
Hospital,  Wednesbury,  Hayley  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen,  and  Stallings  Lane 
Hospital,  Kingswinford. 


Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to 
Wordsley  Hospital,  and  to  the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  at  Dudley. 

Tuberculosis 

Sanatoria  are  provided  at  Kinver,  Groundslow,  Prestwood,  and  Himley. 
Cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The  Woodlands. 
Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton. 


Post  Mortem  Room 

47  bodies  were  admitted  to  the 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Natural  causes 
Asphyxia 
Suicide 
Accident 
Cause  unknown 
(out  of  area) 


Post  Mortem  Room  during  the  year. 


. . 2«1 

::  d 

. . lOj 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  continues  to  deal  with  the  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  specimens  sent  from  this  area. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst,  who  acts  for  the  L^rban  District. 

National  Assistance  Act 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  which  provides  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  those  unable  to  look  after  themselves. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  District  is  served  by  two  Companies.  The  Stourbridge  and  District 
Water  Board  supply  2,439  houses  at  Wordsley,  while  the  rest  of  the  area  is 
served  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Board.  In  both  cases  the  supply 
comes  from  deep  wells  and  bore-holes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  to  depths 
varying  from  200  feet  to  500  feet.  The  water  is  examined  regularly  and  has 
continued  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  following  are  typical  analyses: 


Stourbridge  and  District 

Water  Board 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  coli)  after 

48-hours  incubation  at  37  deg.  Cent. 

. . Nil  per  100  M.L. 

Analysis 

pH  Value 

. . 7.3 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F.  . 

35.5 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . 

. . Nil 

Albuminoid 

. . Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

. . 0 . 80 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

. . 2 . 90 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

. . Nil 

Appearance 

Minute  trace  of  suspended 
matter. 

Metallic  Contamination 

None 

Total  Hardness 

15.4  deg. 

Permanent  Hardness 

7.8  deg. 

Temporary  Hardness 

7.6  deg. 
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South  Staffordshire  Water  Board 
Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  after 

48-hours  meubation  at  37  deg.  Cent.  . . Nil  per  100  M.L. 

Analysis 

pH  Value  ^ ^ 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . 

Albuminoid 

Nitrie  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80  deg.  F 

Appearanee  . . 

Metallic  Contamination 
Total  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Temporary  Hardness 


Parts  per  100,000 

51.5 

Nil 

0.0008 

I. 54 
5.25 
0.002 

Minute  trace  of  suspended 
matter. 

None 
19.9  deg. 

II. 8  deg. 

8.1  deg. 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

the  j^ar.  developments  of  note  have  oecurred  during 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the 
report  on  the  work  will  be  found  in  his  report. 


Cleansing 


Superintendent. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

the  following 


During  the  year  259  Permanent  Dwellings  have  been  eompleted  9 handed 
over  for  sale,  and  the  remaining  250  for  tenanting.  213  Tth^rhouses  are 
traditional  and  46  flats  are  New  Traditional. 


The  total  of  post-war  dwellings  completed  is 
1,983  Permanent  Traditional 
198  Permanent  New  Traditional 
46  Permanent  New  Traditional  Flats 
40  Permanent  Aluminium  Bungalows 
24  Temporary  Aluminium  Bungalows 
100  Temporary  Asbestos  Bungalows 


now  as  follows: 

[_  Total 
" 2,394 
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There  are  190  houses  in  course  of  erection  and  there  are  no  houses  under 
contract  not  yet  started. 

On  the  housing  management  side  of  the  department,  8,226  items  of 
general  repair  have  been  executed  by  the  Building  Maintenance  Staff,  while 
131  houses  have  been  decorated  internally  and  788  painted  externally  as 
programme  repairs.  A further  80  houses  have  been  decorated  internally  and 
394  painted  externally  by  Contract.  202  houses  have  also  been  decorated 
internally  following  exchanges  or  transfer  of  tenancy. 


SECTION  E 


LIVE  AND  DEAD  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Two  Veterinary  Officers  are  employed  by  the  Council  to  inspect  live 
animals  and  carcases  at  a large  factory  in  the  area. 

The  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon  reports  as  follows: 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955,  which  is  the  first 
full  complete  year  in  which  the  abattoir  has  worked  under  normal  conditions, 
and  without  Government  control. 

The  quality  of  the  animals  passing  through  the  abattoir  remains  high,  and 
it  is  refreshing  to  note  the  continued  low  incidence  of  such  diseases  as  tuber- 
culosis in  both  pigs  and  cattle.  This  is  due  to  the  prime  quality  of  the  animals 
slaughtered,  plus  the  eradication  of  the  disease  from  live  stock  in  large  areas 
of  these  islands. 

On  the  other  aspect  of  disease  control,  the  wet  weather  of  the  previous 
winter  and  spring  brought  in  its  trail  a large  increase  in  those  worm  parasites 
which  thrive  on  wet  pastures,  and  this  was  reflected  particularly  in  the  high 
incidence  of  fluky  livers  in  both  cattle  and  sheep.  Even  pigs  which  are  normally 
kept  indoors  for  fattening  showed  some  infestation  with  liver-flukes  where  the 
animals  had  been  allowed  access  to  infested  pastures. 

The  draining  of  wet  pasture  land,  the  use  of  copper  sulphate  to  kill  off 
the  snail  acting  as  the  intermediate  host  of  the  parasites,  and  the  treatment 
of  the  affected  animal,  can  all  do  a lot  to  repair  the  enormous  loss  from  con- 
demned livers  going  on  all  over  the  country. 

The  following  tables  give  a complete  picture  of  the  work  done  in  Meat 
Inspection  by  the  Veterinary  Officers  concerned. 
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PIG  S — {continued) 
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TABLE  III  {continued) 

Diseases,  and  organs  condemned  during  veterinary  meat  inspection  of ; 

SHEEP 
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Spleens  Kidneys  | Intestines  | Other  Parts 


TABLE  III — continued 

Diseases  found,  and  meat  condemned  during  veterinary  meat  inspection  of 

CATTLE 
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TABLE  IV 


The  relative  importance  of  the  diseases  encountered  in  the  various  species 
of  animals,  is  shown  m the  following  tables  of  percentages  to  the  total  number 


PIGS 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisv 
Congestion 
Hydronephrosis 
Tuberculosis 
Cirrhosis  . . 

Peritonitis 
Fatty  Infiltration 
Pericarditis 
Hydatid  Cysts 
Abscess  . , 

Empyaema 
Fractures 
Pyaemia  . . 

Fascioliasis 
Arthritis  . . 

Haemangioma 
Swine  Erysipelas 
Emaciation 
Contamination 
Strongylosis 
Nephritis 
Endocarditis 
Fevered  flesh 
Bruising  . . 

Jaundice  . . 

Gangrene 
Hepatitis.  , 
Lympho-sarcomata 
Enteritis  . . 

Septicaemia 
Ascarides 
Swine  Fever 
Gastritis  . . 

Helanomata 
LTaemia  . . 

Paratyphoid 
Bacterial  Necrosi 
Metritis  . . 

Transit  Erythema 
Dead  in  lairage  . 

Dead  in  Transit. 


SHEEP 


11% 
7.0% 
6.0% 
3.0% 
3.0% 
3.0% 
2.0% 
2.0% 
0.6% 
0.4% 
0.3% 
0.008% 
0.007% 
0.004% 
0.004% 
0.003% 
0.003% 
0.003% 
0.003% 
0.002% 
0.002% 
0.001% 
0.001% 
0.001% 
0.001% 
0.001% 
0.0009% 
0.0009% 
0.0009% 
0 . 0009% 
0.0006% 
0.0006% 
0.0006% 
0.0003% 
0.0003% 
0.0003% 

0.00037o 

0.0003% 

0.0003% 

0.008% 

0.04% 


Fascioliasis 

Muelleriasis 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 
Fatty  Infiltration 
Bruising  . . 

Pericarditis 
Pyaemia  . . 

Empyaema 
Neoplasms 
Abscess  . . 

Dead  in  transit  . . 


16.0% 

3.0% 

0.6% 

0.1% 

0.08% 

0.04% 

0.02% 

0.02% 

0.02% 

0.02% 

0.2% 
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Percentage  of  disease  found  in: 


CATTLE 


Fascioliasis 

41  .0% 

Pneumonia  and  pleurisy 

7.0% 

Tuberculosis 

6.0% 

Pericarditis 

2.0% 

Mastitis  . . 

2.0% 

Haemangioma  . . 

1.0% 

Peritonitis 

1.0% 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1.0% 

Abscess  . . 

1.0% 

Actinobacillosis  . . 

0.4% 

Fat  Necrosis 

0.3% 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

0.3% 

Bruising  . . 

0.2% 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0.1% 

Fatty  Infiltration 

0.1% 

Septicaemia 

0.05% 

Johne’s  Disease  . . 

0.05% 

Fractures 

0.05% 

Gastritis  . . 

0.05% 

Dead  in  transit  . . 

0.05% 

CALVES 

Tuberculosis  . . . . 0.4% 

Bruising  . . . . . . 0.4% 

Dead  in  transit  ..  ..  0.8% 
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TABLE  V 


Cause  of  death 

Cattle 

Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Syncope 

Pneumonia  & pleurisy 
Enteritis 

Internal  haemorrhage 

Brucella  Abortus 

Dystokia 

Anaemia  and  debility 
Toxaemia 

Impaction  and  Tympany 
Swine  Erysipelas 

Empyaema 

Asphyxia 

Peritonitis 

1 

1 

1 

“ i 

i 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

69 

46 

6 

15 

5 

4 

1 

1 

69 

47 

6 

15 

1 

1 

9 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Total . . 

1 1 

2 10 

i 1 

147 

160 

TABLE  VI 


in<=,^  showing  the  total  weight  of  the  meat  condemned 
inspection  tor  the  year; 


during  veterinary 


Imported; 

Tons 

1 Cwts. 

1 

1 

Q^rs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Frozen  Lamb 

— 

— 

i 2 

8 



Home  killed; 

Beef  . . 

Veal  . . 

1 

15 

2 

— 

8 

Mutton 

1 

2 

2 

4 

I^ork . . 

1 

160  1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

9 

1 

6 

15 

Total 

175  j 

2 

— 

22 

1 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1955 

CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1955 


TABLE  VII 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-1415-24 

25 

and 

over 

Age 

Un- 

known 

1 

Total 

Rat( 

1,000 

1955 

5 per 
Pop. 
1954 

Searlet  Fever 

- 

1 

3 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

0.22 

1.09 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

5 

15 

12 

20 

1 

- 

1 

- 

54 

1 .09 

1 .46 

Measles 

24 

178 

218 

330 

5 

2 

2 

4 

763 

15.34 

0.12 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

4 

0.08 

0.12 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

0.10 

0.04 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

0.02 

0.06 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

0.04 

0.02 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

0.04 

0.67 

Paratyphoid  B.  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

0.02 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Per  1,000 
Live  and 
Still  Births 

1955 

4.39 

1954 

2.62 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1955 


Diphtheria 


extremely  interesting  as  indicating  the  trend  of 
public  interest  in  relation  to  immunisation  against  this  diseas^ 


One  case  was  notified  during  the  year— this  was  not  confirmed. 


TABLE  VIII 


Population 

Year 

1 ’ 

NOTIFICATIONS 

\ 

i 

! 

! No.  of 
Deaths 

Received 

Confirmed 

Not 

Confirmed 

44,500 

1944 

62 

48 

14 

^ 4 

44,410 

1945 

106 

86 

20 

4 

46,190 

1946 

34 

33 

1 

2 

47,060 

1947 

30 

22 

8 

2 

48,250 

1948 

21  . 

17 

4 

\ 

48,490 

1949 

4 

2 

2 

48,900 

1950 

5 

2 

3 

48,690 

1951 

2 

1 

1 

48,730 

1952 

3 

1 

2 

48,970 

1953 

4 

2 

2 

1 

49,350 

1954 



49,740 

1955 

1 

— 

1 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  by  Doctors  in  the  area,  and  routine 
immunisation,  or  re-immunisation  of  entrants  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
bchool^  while  younger  children  have  been  dealt  with  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
or  the  County  Council. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  regarding  the  control  of  diphtheria. 

-.1  Kingdom  figures  for  1955  are  155  cases  with  13  deaths  as  compared 

with  167  cases  with  8 deaths  for  1954. 

The  13  deaths  in  1955  were  cases  which  had  not  been  immunised  or 
properly  so:  m the  same  year  there  were  no  deaths  from  cases  whieh  had  been 
imrnumsed.  This  gives  a clear  indication  of  the  importance  of  inoculation 
against  this  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications 

The  notifications  for  the  year  are  57,  viz.,  56  pulmonary  and  one  non- 
pul monary. 

Deaths 

Again  this  year  a reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  can  be  reported:  in 
1955  there  were  8 deaths  as  compared  with  10  deaths  during  1954. 


TABLE  IX 


MA 

LES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Number  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  on  Register  at 
the  1st  January,  1955 

229 

44 

226 

57 

556 

New  Notifications  1955 

38 

1 

10 

— 

49 

Number  restored  to 
Register  having  been 
previously  removed 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  for- 
mal notification 

3 

3 

6 

Number  removed  from 
Register  1955  (Due  to 
Recovery,  Death  or 
Outward  Transfer)  .... 

7 

11 

3 

21 

Number  on  Register 
31st  December,  1955 

263  1 

45 

230 

1 

54 

i 

592 

AGE  AND  SEX  OF  NEW  CASES,  DEATHS,  AND  RECOVERIES  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1955 
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TABLE  XI 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications  for  the  following  Years: 


Year 

Population 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1935 

45,190 

34 

8 

30 

6 

78 

1936 

45,490 

34 

14 

18 

9 

75 

1937 

45,880 

34 

9 

26 

11 

80 

1938 

46,360 

23 

8 

18 

4 

53 

1939 

46,360 

26 

3 

21 

3 

53 

1940 

44,340 

29 

6 

19 

1 5 

59 

1941 

45,000 

33 

5 

20 

4 

62 

1942 

! 45,000 

28 

3 

19 

3 

53 

1943 

; 45,000 

29 

3 

18 

5 

55 

1944 

44,500 

24 

5 

31 

1 

61 

1945 

44,410 

31 

4 

21 

5 

61 

1946 

46.190 

26 

4 

37 

7 

74 

1947 

47,060 

26 

4 

30 

6 

66 

1948 

48,250 

21 

3 

25 

3 

52 

1949  I 

48,490 

34 

1 

25 

3 

63 

1950 

48,900 

30 

2 

21 

2 

55 

1951 

48,690 

39 

— 

26 

5 

70 

1952 

48,730 

26 

2 

22 

7 

57 

1953 

48,970 

43 

2 

33 

3 

81 

1954 

49,350 

28 

3 

32 

2 

65 

1955 

49,740 

41 

1 

15 

— 

57 

TABLE  XIa 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  for  each  of  the  following  years: 


Year 

Population 

Ma 

les 

Fern 

tales 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1935 

45,190 

11 

3 

19 

3 

36 

1936 

45,490 

16 

5 

9 

5 

35 

1937 

45,880 

22 

2 

3 

4 

31 

1938 

46,360 

27 

2 

5 

1 

35 

1939 

46,360 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

1940 

44,340 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

1941 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

1942 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

1943 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

1944 

44,500 

19 

1 

9 

3 

32 

1945 

44,410 

13 

1 

17 

2 

33 

1946 

46,190 

17 

2 

16 

1 

36 

1947 

47,060 

2 

17 

1 

29 

1948 

48,250 

12 

— 

15 

1 

28 

1949 

48,490 

17 

5 

16 

3 

41 

1950 

48,900 

i 9 

1 

8 

3 

21 

1951 

48,690 

15 

1 

8 

1 

25 

1952 

48,730 

10 

1 

9 

— 

20 

1953 

48,970 

6 

1 

4 

2 

13 

1954 

49,350 

6 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1955 

49,740 

3 1 

1 — 

5 

— 

8 

Yeai 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


TABLE  XII 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  (Cancer) 


Pojmlatio?! 

Male 

45,190 

18 

45,490 

30 

45,880 

29 

46,360 

32 

46,360 

26 

44,340 

35 

45,000 

45 

45,000 

44 

45,000 

29 

44,500 

41 

44,410 

30 

46,190 

30 

47,060 

31 

48,250 

41 

48,490 

41 

48,900 

59 

48,690 

46 

48,730 

41 

48,970 

39 

49,350 

54 

49,740 

50 

Female 

T otal 

33 

51 

24 

54 

31 

60 

39 

71 

28 

54 

30 

65 

28 

73 

25 

69 

30 

59 

43 

84 

38 

68 

32 

62 

47 

78 

38 

79 

37 

78 

30 

89 

33 

79 

34 

75 

28 

67 

30 

84 

35 

85 

Per  cent  of 
total  Deaths 


10.39 

11.38 

11.67 

14.64 

10.65 
10.36 
13.51 
14.28 

11.24 

17.00 
12.64 
12.58 

15.00 
16.99 
13.85 

15.61 

13.62 
14.76 

14.63 
17.61 

16.25 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


This  annual  report  for  the  year  1955  again  gives  details  of  the  continuing 
e orts  necessary  to  maintain  the  steady  progress  achieved  in  previous  years. 

The  difficulty  of  recruiting  and  retaining  adequate  staff  became  acute 
w en  another  inspector  resigned  in  February,  making,  with  the  unfilled  vacancy 
of  the  previous  year,  a shortage  of  two  qualified  inspectors.  The  Council 
therefore,  decided  to  appoint  two  student  inspectors  and  reduce  the  qualified 
1 ^ict  inspector  establishment  to  two.  The  new  arrangement  appeared  to  be 
satisfactorily  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  qualified  inspector  continues  full  time  on  Housing  Act  work.  The 
survey  of  unfit  houses  was  completed  and  the  Council  decided  to  clear  the  1,1 49 
houses  m five  years.  During  the  year,  seventy-seven  individual  unfit  houses 
were  dealt  with  and  eight  clearance  areas  declared.  The  redevelopment  of 
these  areas  and  the  building  of  houses  for  slum  clearance  is  now  top  priority. 

Food  hygiene  and  meat  inspection  continues  to  receive  much  attention 
in  accordance  with  my  belief  that  regular  routine  visits  to  premises  give  the 
best  results.  The  steady  raising  of  standards  has  again  to  be  recorded.  Routine 
sampling  of  foods  has  been  maintained  to  assist  control. 

In  regard  to  public  cleansing,  less  difficulties  have  been  experienced,  the 
refuse  collection  teams  have  rendered  yeoman  service  and  deserve  the  highest 

praise  for  their  work  carried  out  in  all  weathers,  thus  ensuring  a regular  weekly 
collection. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  whole  of  the  staff,  particularly  to  my  Deputy, 

Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Bills,  Chief  Clerk,  for  their  help  and  interest  in  the  working 
of  the  Department. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  my  thanks 
for  their  confidence  and  support,  also  to  all  Chief  Officers  for  their  co-operation 
and  assistance. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Complaints 

565  complaints  were  received  as  compared  with  473  in  1954.  284  of  these 
were  as  a result  of  drain  stoppages,  which  were  promptly  attended  to  by  a 
workman  from  this  Department.  No  eharge  is  made  for  this  serviee. 


Drain  stoppages  . . . . . . . . . . 284 

General  defects  to  houses . . ..  ..  ..  190 

Industrial  nuisances,  noise,  ete.  . . . . . . 5 

Aeeumulations  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Offensive  odours  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Insect  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Roadside  caravan  dwellers  . . . . . . 3 

Pigkeeping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Statutory  Notiees — 

Section  39  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Section  45  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Section  93  . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 


In  three  cases  work  was  carried  out  in  default  under  Sections  39  and  45 
at  a total  cost  of  £20  7s.  6d. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

This  work  is  now  part  of  the  routine  for  the  District  Inspectors  and 
although  the  attention  given  to  the  work  was  limited,  some  progress  has  been 
made.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  number  of  observations  and  visits 
to  premises  are  half  those  of  the  previous  year  when  for  six  months  one  Inspector 
was  engaged  full  time  as  a Smoke  Inspector. 

Recording  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  eontinued  to  be  earried  out, 
as  shown  in  Tables  I and  II. 
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TABLE  I 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  SO2  RECORDERS 

Results  as  Mg.  of  SOs/Day  collected  by  100  sq.  cm. 


1955 

Statior 

i Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  . . 
October 

November  . . 
December  . . 

2.10 

2.76 

2.62 

1.66 

1.87 

1.54 

1.43 

1.43 

1.28 

1.91 

2.26 

2.67 

1.41 
1.72 

1.42 
1.19 
1.16 
0.87 
0.80 
0.71 
1.21 
1.33 
1.36 
1.90 

2.23 

2.26 

2.13 
1.34 
1.19 
1.06 
1.22 

1.14 
0.87 
1.30 
2.28 
1.90 

2.27 

2.84 

2.16 

1.81 

1.64 

1.06 

0.96 

0.98 

1.22 

2.01 

2.16 

2.22 

3.02 

3.47 

2.87 

1.76 

1.59 

1.90 

1.57 

1.46 

0.94 

1.82 

2.41 

2.39 

2.27 

2.72 

2.59 

1.26 

1.14 

1.03 
1.12 

1.04 
0.94 
1.12 
1.58 
1.63 

Yearly  Average: 

1955  . . 

1954  . . 

1.96 

1.78 

1.26  1 
1.41  1 

1.58 

1.41 

1.79 

1.24 

2.10 

1.66 

1.54 

1.36 

/ 
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TABLE  II 

CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
BY  VOLUMETRIC  APPARATUS 

Smoke  expressed  as  milligrams  per  100  cubic  metres. 

Sulphur  Dioxide  expressed  as  parts  per  100  million  parts  of  air. 


1955 

1 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

1 

Dioxide 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Average 

Monthly 

Average 

\ 

Highest 

Daily 

Average 

January  . . 

19.5 

38.5 

6.9 

13.6 

February  . . 

17.9 

35.5 

7.2 

15.1 

March 

20.1 

50.1 

5.1 

14.4 

April 

13.4 

23.0 

4.4 

12.0 

May  

10.6 

19.5 

2.9 

5.2 

June 

8.6 

14.3 

2.5 

4.4 

July 

9.6 

14.9 

3.5 

6.4 

August 

8.0 

20.5 

3.3 

6.8 

September 

9.4 

26.3 

2.1 

6.8 

October 

14.9 

29.3 

3.4 

6.9 

November 

34.1 

144.5 

8.7 

22.9 

December  . . 

19.7 

58.8 

5.2 

19.0 

Yearlv  Average 

1955  

15.5 

— 

4.6 

— 

1954  

14.0 

— 

3.0 

— 

All  plans  of  new  plants  where  boilers  are  to  be  installed  or  any  process 
likely  to  cause  a nuisance  from  fumes,  etc.,  are  referred  to  this  Department 
before  they  are  submitted  to  the  Planning  Committee,  thus  enabling  the 
Department  to  get  in  “on  the  ground  floor.”  This  co-operation  has  proved 
advantageous  to  all  concerned. 


Water  Supplies 


Samples  of  the  water  supply  from  the  public  mains  were  submitted  for 
analysis  as  follows  : 


Chemical  Bacteriological 


The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 


Company  4 4 

Stourbridge  & District  Water  Board  4 4 

Kingfisher  Camping  Site  (private  bore- 
hole)   4 11 

All  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 


32 


Sewage  Effluent 

Four  Chemical  samples  were  submitted  from  the  Council’s  Sewaee  Farm 
All  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory.  sewage  i-arm. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

disinfected'^*'  Infectious  Disease;  31  houses  were 

28  for  cocSL^relTnfe'ltc"  *''' 


Moveable  Dwellings 

Licences  granted  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Kingfisher  Camping  Site,  Wallheath 
11,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford 
112,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford 
British  Legion  Club,  Kingswinford 
17,  Rose  Hill,  Quarry  Bank 
M'oods  Lane,  Quarry  Bank 
6,  Dunns  Bank,  Quarry  Bank 
May  ^ iew,”  Thorns  Road,  Quarry  Bank 
“The  AVoodlands,”  Cot  Lane.  AVordslev 
8,  Turk  Street,  Brierley  Hill  . . . ] 

Rear  Tansey  Green  Farm,  Pensnett 


X umber  of 
Licences  Caravans 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


150 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


HOUSING 

The  Council  continued  the  policy  adopted  in  1918  of  allocating  20%  of  all 
houses  erected  and  being  available  for  letting,  to  families  residing  in  unfit 

16  c'ouncTi*’**  resulted  in  113  persons  being  rehoused  from  It  unfit  hLses  into 
16  Council  owned  houses  during  1955.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  in  view  of  the 
changes  in  the  Housing  Subsidy  rates,  the  Council  decided  to  withdraw  the 

b nt  snen-fi^fi'*  decision  will  undoubtedly  cause  hardship  until  new  houses, 
built  specifically  for  slum  clearance  families,  become  available. 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

(commenced  in  September.  1951,)  was 
completed  and  the  result  is  produeed  on  Page  35. 

ahead*  but  much  work  has  to  be  done  to  accomplish  the  task 

show^th^t  in  pre-war  slum  clearance  (see  Table  III) 

shows  that  in  the  o-year  period  1931-38,  1,763  houses  were  dealt  with  This 
suggests  that  the  present  5 year  programme  of  1,119  is  well  within  the  capacity 
nit  heer^H  t ^ in  2«%  allocation,  previously  referred  ta  had 

much  highet  *^‘^  houses  to  be  dealt  with  would  have  been 
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The  problem  now  is  to  build  on  sites  convenient  for  rehousing  the  occupants 
of  the  slum  clearance  houses  and  to  re-develop  the  cleared  sites  to  provide 
further  houses. 

One  Inspector  is  employed  full-time  on  the  preparation  of  the  detailed 
reports  necessary  for  the  Public  Inquiries  and  in  dealing  with  the  steady  stream 
of  individual  unfit  houses  which  require  to  be  dealt  with  because  they  have 
become  practically  untenantable. 

The  full  details  of  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  since  1930  are  set 
out  in  Table  III. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  YEAR’S  WORK 


Housing  Act,  1936 
Section  9 

Work  was  carried  out  in  default  under  this  Section  at: 

15,  Audnam,  Wordsley  . . . . . . . . Cost  £27  10s.  Od. 

35  and  36,  Church  Street,  Pensnett  . . . . . . Cost  £49  10s.  Od. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  although  many  houses  are  known  to  need  the  type 
of  repair  for  which  this  Section  of  the  Act  was  intended,  the  rents  are  too  low 
to  enable  the  works  to  be  carried  out  “at  reasonable  expense.” 


Section  11  (Demolition  Orders) 

76  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  and  64  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  on  the  following: 

Brierley  Hill 

11  and  13,  Bell  Street. 

I,  2,  3,  4,  5 and  6,  ‘D’  Court,  Chapel  Street. 

II,  13,  55,  57  and  59,  Delph  Lane. 

64  and  66,  Dudley  Road. 

17,  19,  21  and  142,  Level  Street. 

114,  Mill  Street. 

16,  Level  Woods. 

2 and  4,  New  Street. 

1 and  2,  ‘A’  Court,  North  Street. 

9 and  11,  Pearson  Street. 

414,  416,  418  and  420,  Stourbridge  Road. 

52,  Terrace  Street. 

224,  226  and  228,  Moor  Street. 

17,  Wallows  Street. 

Pensnett 

196,  198  and  200,  High  Street. 
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WORDSLEY 

31,  32  and  33,  Belle  Vue. 

62,  64,  68,  70,  72,  74,  76  and  78,  Brierley  Hill  Road. 
Kingswinford 

59  and  60,  Mount  Pleasant. 

Quarry  Bank 

9 and  10,  Chapel  Street. 

1 and  2,  Hill  Street. 

16,  18  and  20,  Merry  Hill. 

60,  Thorns  Road. 


Brockmoor 

7/,  78,  79  and  80,  Campbell  Street. 

In  respect  of  three  houses.  Undertakings  were  accepted,  as  follows: 

19,  Parkes  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

2,  Brettell  Lane,  Brierley  Hill.  < ^ 

13,  The  Village,  Kingswinford. 

under^Sectrn^l’roflhe  by  making  Closing  Orders 

lOSSin  l'u  ofDemolitlirn  O^^^^^^^^^  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 


179,  Commonside,  Pensnett. 

81,  83,  85,  87  and  89,  Fenton  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
3 and  5,  Parkes  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

50,  Swan  Street,  Pensnett. 


Section  12  (Closing  Orders) 

be  reconsfrueled.^"'^"'  the  house  to 

113,  Commonside,  Pensnett. 


Section  25  (Clearance  Areas) 


Eight  Clearance  Areas 
year.  These  were: 


comprising  159  houses  were  declared  during  the 


Area  No. 

36—  Mullett  Street,  Bromley 

37 —  Church  Street,  Pensnett 

38 —  Church  Street,  Pensnett 

Street,  inc.  Queen  Street,  Pensnett 

40—  Wallows  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

41—  Church  Street,  Pensnett 

42 —  Church  Street,  Pensnett 

43—  Sheffield  Street,  Quarry  Bank 


23  houses 

10  houses 
5 houses 

13  houses 
39  houses 

1 1 houses 
8 houses 

50  houses 
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Of  the  areas  requiring  priority  mentioned  in  my  last  report  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  have  now  been  submitted  for  confirmation  in  Church  Street, 
Pensnett,  Sheffield  Street,  Quarry  Bank  and  Wallows  Street,  Brierley  Hill, 
leaving  as  the  next  objective  the  Chapel  Street,  Brickiln  Street,  Potter  Street 
area  of  Brierley  Hill. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936:  PARTS  II  and  III 
HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954:  SECTION  1 
Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local  authority’s  area  . . 14,805 

Part  1 — The  total  problem 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  within 
the  meaning  of  section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 

1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under  Section  11  or  section  25 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . , . . . 1,077 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for  securing 

the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i)  . . . . . . . . 5 

Part  2 — Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  clearance  areas  and  already  covered 
by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  or  owned 

by  the  local  authority  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and  for 
V which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  have  been 

submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet  become  operative  . . Nil 

Part  3 — Action  in  the  first  five  years. 

(v)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and  for 
which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  are  to  be  made 

or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agreement  within  the  five  years  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance  areas 
still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the  five  years  will  be 
owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have  been  included  in  a 

, clearance  order  or  a compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to 

the  Minister  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be  patched 

(if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five  years  under  section  2 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary 
accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),'(v)  and  (vi)  to  be  demolished 

in  the  five  years  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627 

(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised  in 
■ operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years 
as  a result  of  action  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  . . 522 


HOUSING  ACTS 

SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  1930—1955 
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Persons 

Displaced 

^ ^ ^ S 1 g ^ ® 2 § ^ ^ 

(M 

CO 

CO 

© 

Houses 

Demolished 

2104 

I 

Houses 
Closed 
Section 
10,  11  & 12 

177 

Total 

2662 

Informal 
Action 
No.  of 
Houses 

X©®OT}<rHjlMj  j I 

i> 

t' 

! Clearance 

Areas 
No.  of 
Houses 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

>— 1 rH  (M  r-t 

812 

Sec’s  10  & 12 

Closing 

Orders 

■1 

2"g^®=|-|  1 |«-|t-S 

160 

Section  11 

Under- 

takings 

1 

159 

1 Demolition 

1 Orders 

1 



lO 

Year 

©0©©0©OOC>©©®C5©C505 

i I 

© 05 

* ^ 

Prior  to  Amalgamation, 
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Overcrowding 

At  the  end  of  1955  there  were  30  known  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding, 
as  set  out  in  the  following  table; 


Council 

Houses 

Private 

Houses 

Total 

At  31st  December,  1954 

9 

17 

26 

New  cases 

2 

8 

10 

— 

— 

• — 

11 

25 

36 

Cases  abated  .... 

2 

4 

6 

Total  cases  at  31st  December,  1955 

9 

21 

30 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  were  51  known  cases  of  sex  over- 
crowding at  the  end  of  1955: 


One 

Bedroom 

Two 

Bedroom 

Total 

At  31st  December,  1954 

Houses 

11 

Houses 

55 

66 

New  cases 

— 

11 

11 

11 

66 

77 

Cases  abated  .... 

3 

23 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Total  cases  at  31st  December,  1955 

8 

43 

51 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Five  applications  for  Certificates  under  this  Act  were  received.  Four  were 
granted. 


Housing  Act,  1949 
Improvement  Grants 

Improvement  grants  are  dealt  with  by  this  Department  and  many 
preliminary  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  enquiries  by  house  owners. 

34  applications,  for  a total  of  £11,546  were  considered  by  the  Committee; 
all  were  approved  at  the  reduced  valuation  of  £9,494  arrived  at  after  deducting 
items  of  repair  which  do  not  rank  for  grant. 

One  applicant  did  not  accept  the  grant  offered. 

Although  more  grants  were  made  than  last  year  the  number  is  very  small 
in  relation  to  possibilities.  This  is  a pity  since  the  Council  would  gain  in  pro- 
longing the  life  of  houses  just  as  much  as  the  occupier  would  benefit  from  the 
additional  amenities  provided. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Composition  and  labelling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

fhe'^Pu'bl^’inaSt"'  -b- 

Summary  of  Articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and 

the  Results  of  the  Analyses 


Article  Analysed 


Almonds,  Ground  . . 

Aslet  (pressed  liver) 

Aspirin  Tablets 
Baking  Powder 
Brazil  Nut  Butters . . 

Bread  National  Milk 
Butter  Danish 
Butter  Drops 
Cake  Mix 

Calcium  Lactate  Tablets 
Candied  Peel 
Cheese  Processed  . . 

Children’s  Cooling  Powder 
Chocolate 

Chocolate  Snowball 
Christmas  Pudding 
Citric  Acid  . . 

Coconut  Whipped  Cream  Dainty 
Condiment  Blended  Non-Brewed 
Cream  Whipping 
Dairy  Pats  . . 

Dessert  Powder 
Drained  Angelica  . , 

Dripping,  Beef 
Essence  of  Chicken 
Fish  Cakes  . . 

French  Coffee  & Chicory 
Fruit  Salad  . . 

Golden  Breadcrumbs 
Gravy  Browning 
Ham  Cheese  Spread 
Ice  Cream  . . 

Ice  Lollies  . . 

Imitation  Lemon 
Indian  Brandee 
Inhaler 
Jams 

Jelly,  Table . . 

Lard  . . 


Total  Samples 

Genuine 

Formal 

' Informa 

1 Formal 

' \^Informal 

— 

2 

2 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



1 

— 

1 

— . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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1 

1 

— 
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1 
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1 
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1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

3 

— 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Z 1 

3 

1 

— 

3 

. ~ i 

1 

— 

1 

6 1 

45 

4 

42  1 

Non  Genuine 


Formal 


Informal 


1 1 


2 3 
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Summary  of  Articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  Results 

of  the  Analyses — continued 


Article  Analysed 

Total  Samples 

Gem 

line 

Non  G 

enuine 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

6 

45 

4 

42 

2 

3 

Lemonade  Crystals 

1 

1 

Lemonade  Powder  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Lime  Juice  Cordial. . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lucozade 

— 

1 

— 

1 

• — • 

— 

Margarine  containing  10%  butter 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Marzipan 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Tenderizer 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk 

39 

11 

39 

10 

— 

1 

Milk  Pudding  Macaroni 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Minced  Meat 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Oil  of  Peppermint  B.P.  Tablets  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Drinks 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Oranges  Ready  to  Drink  . . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Paste,  Fish  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Peaches 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Peas,  Processed 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Penicillin 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Pepper,  White 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pineapple 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pork,  Minced,  in  Pork  Stock 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

Pork  Pie 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Pudding,  Black 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pudding  Mixture  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Rich  Malt  Loaf 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  Spread 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  Relish 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

Salt,  Table,  Iodized 

— 

1 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Beef 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage  Meat,  Pork 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Pork 

Sausage,  Pork, 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

containing  preservatives 

5 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Stomach  Powder  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

. — 

Sterilized  Cream 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Synthetic  Cream  Powder  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vapour  Salve  ‘Warmee’  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Wines 

2 

4 

2 

4 

54 

107 

52 

100 

2 

7 

40 


The  Analyst  reported  adversely  on  nine  samples  as  follo\vs: 


Pork  Sausage — Informal 
14.3%  deficient  in  meat  content. 

Milk — Informal 
5%  deficient  in  fat. 

Ice  Cream — Informal 

7.2%  deficient  in  non-fatty  milk 

solids. 

Coconut  Whipped  Cream  Dainty 
Informal.  Filling  not  whipped 
cream. 

Coconut  Whipped  Cream  Dainty — 
F ormal.  Filling  not  whipped  cream. 

Oranges  Ready  to  Drink — Informal. 
Contained  0.8  per  million  parts  of 
lead — Maximum  0.2. 


Margarine — 1 0 % butter — Informal. 
Contained  13.2%  butter  fat,  should 
not  exceed  10%. 

Iced  Lollies — two  Informal  samples. 
Ingredients  labelled  in  wrong  order. 


Action  taken 

Warning  given  to  comply  with 
65%  meat  content  in  future. 

Referred  to  County  Sampling 
Officer. 


Manufacturer  warned. 


Formal  sample  taken. 

Display  cards  amended  to  read 
“Dainties.” 

No  lead  in  concentrate.  Referred 
to  C.S.I.  of  area  where  bottled  for 
check  of  bottling  plant.  Later 
sample  genuine. 

Manufacturers’  explanation 
accepted.  ' 


Labels  amended. 


Slaughterhouses 

8 slaughterhouses  were  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  all  except  one 
had  been  modernised  before  being  re-licensed.  2 further  premises,  having 
been  brought  up  to  a reasonable  standard,  were  licensed  for  the  first  time 
since  the  war,  making  a total  of  10.  Specifications  for  the  improvement  of  the 
remaining  sub-standard  slaughterhouses  were  agreed  and  the  work  was 
commeneed. 

Meat  Inspection,  which  is  given  priority  over  other  work,  continued  to 
take  a large  proportion  of  the  District  Inspectors’  time.  The  quality  of  the  meat 
continues  to  be  good  but,  nevertheless,  nearly  four  tons  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food.  The  importance  of  inspecting  all  meat  is  self-evident. 
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TABLE  IV 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

570 

94 

25 

5,164 

10,986 

Number  inspected 

570 

94 

25 

5,164 

10,986 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

29 

12 

— 

85 

298 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

5.09 

13.83 



1.65 

2.81 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

i 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

31 

23 

— 

— 

230 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

5.44 

25.96 

— 

2.18 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  3-tons.  19-cwts.  0-qtr.  24-lbs. 


Other  Foods  condemned 

Apricots  (Tins  and  Jars)  . . . . . . . . , . . . 44 

Bacon  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Beans  in  Tomato  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Beef  Corned,  etc.  (Tinned)  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . 247 

Carrots  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Cheese  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 

Cherries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Cream  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Crab  potted  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cheese  Spread  (Packets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Damsons  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Fish,  various  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Fruit  Salad  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Gammon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Grapefruit  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Ham  (Tinned)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Jam  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Lemon  Curd  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Meat  (various)  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Milk  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 

Peas  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 

Peaches  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Pears  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Pickles  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
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Other  Foods  Condemned  (continued) 


Pineapple  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Plums  (Tins) 19 

Prunes  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Sandwieh  Spread  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Spaghetti  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Strawberries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Tomatoes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 294 

Tongue  (Tinned)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Veal,  Jellied  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Vegetables,  Mixed  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


MILK 

There  are  2 retail  registered  dairies  and  3 retail  milk  purveyors  within, 
and  9 dairymen  with  premises  outside  the  Distriet  retailing  milk  in  this  area. 

The  Couneil  cancelled  the  registration  of  one  dairyman  because  of  unsatis- 
factory premises  and  the  dilapidated  condition  of  his  vehicle — a very  old 
motor  cycle  with  a side  car  frame.  Although  he  did  not  appear  before  the 
Council  when  they  considered  his  case  he  appealed  against  their  decision.  The 
Magistrates,  however,  upheld  the  Council’s  action  and  awarded  costs  against 
the  dairyman. 

As  the  Urban  District  is  a Specified  Area  all  milk  sold  is  either  tuberculin 
tested,  pasteurised,  or  sterilised. 

Licences  were  issued  as  follows: 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Tuberculin  Tested — 

Supplementary  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Dealer’s  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


MILK  (Special  Designation)  (PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1949-1953 

Pasteurised — 

Supplementary  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Dealer’s  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 


Sterilised — 

Supplementary  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Dealer’s  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Retailing  Shopkeepers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 

One  producer  retailer  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  sells  bottled  T.T.  milk  in  the  area. 


Samples  are  taken  regularly  to  see  that  the  milk  conforms  to  the  tests 
specified  in  the  Regulations.  If  any  milk  fails  to  pass  the  test  the  matter  is 
investigated  and  corrected. 

Milk  produced  at  the  9 farms  in  the  area  is  sampled  for  biological  examina- 
tion for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  infection. 

One  positive  sample  was  referred  for  investigation  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Veterinary  Officer.  A subsequent  sample  was  negative. 

Table  V gives  details  of  all  milk  samples  taken. 


MILK  SAMPLING  RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  1955 
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Food  Hygiene 

There  are  621  premises  where  food  is  handled.  They  comprise: 

409  Shops 
18  Cafes. 

29  Canteens. 

165  Licensed  Premises. 

In  December,  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  which  is  a consolidating  Act, 
came  into  force  and  it  is  anticipated  that  new  Regulations  for  Food  Hygiene 
will  add  further  to  the  scope  of  this  work. 

Action  this  year  has  been  confined  to  routine  inspection  of  the  various 
types  of  premises.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  resume  swabbing  of  utensils  on 
licensed  premises  and  cafes;  this  is  partly  due  to  the  increased  time  needed  for 
meat  inspection. 

In  order  to  discover  whether  they  had  been  produced  under  hygienic 
conditions  93  samples  of  ice  cream,  73  samples  of  ice  lollies  and  54  samples 
of  synthetic  cream  (used  as  cake  fillings)  were  sent  for  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Stafford.  This  is  a very  valuable  check 
on  products,  the  manufacture  of  which  needs  great  care. 

Ice  Cream 

93  Samples  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  the  results  were 
as  follows; 


Type 
of  Mix 

No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

GRj 

WES 

I 

2 

3 

4 

Produced  within 
the 

Urban  District 

Heat  Treated 

42 

33 

4 

— 

5 

Complete  Cold 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Produced  outside 

Heat  Treated 

43 

36 

6 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

93 

77 

10 

— 

6 

Ice  Lollies 

73  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  The  results  are  as  detailed 
below: 


No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

PLATE  COUl 

WT  PER 

c.c. 

B.  COLI  CONTENT 

\ 

Sterile 

Under 

100 

100  to 
1,000 

Over 

1,000 

Nil  in 

0.3  c.c. 

Present  in 
0.3  c.c. 

73 

— 

53 

6 

1 14 

64 

9 

Synthetic  Cream 

54  samples  wxre  submitted  for  examination  and  36  proved  satisfactory. 


The  unsatisfactory  samples  had  high  bacteriological  plate  counts  with 
faecal  or  non-faecal  B.Coli  present.  In  all  cases  improvement  resulted  when 
representations  were  made  to  the  persons  concerned. 
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Section  14 

This  Section  requires  all  ice-cream  premises  and  all  premises  where  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 
food  is  carried  on  to  be  registered.  The  Council  have  power  to  cancel  or  refuse 
registration  of  unsuitable  premises. 

There  are  196  premises  on  the  register,  including  one  new  sausage  room. 

Ice-cream  factories.  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ice-cream  shops.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Sausage,  etc.,  factories.  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Fish  friers.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Section  34 

5 })remises  are  registered  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  wholesale  dealers 
in  margarine. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Preynises 

Number 

in 

Register 

Number  of 

lyispeetions 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

253 

216 

Nil 

Without  Mechanical  Power 

10 

10 

1 

Nil 

Total  .... 

263 

1 

226 

Nil 

A lack  of  understanding  of  the  Regulations,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
new  factories  was  apparent  in  the  course  of  the  inspections. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
Instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

i 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

3 







Inadequate  ventilation 
Sanitary  Conveniences; 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

18 

14 

— 

3 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

lating to  Outwork) 

4 

2 

— 

1 ~ 

— 

Total 

31 

20 

1 

— 

3 

— 

5 Outworkers  lists  were  received  notifying  12  Outworkers. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

More  householders  took  advantage  of  the  free  serviee  provided  for  the 
extermination  of  rats  and  mice.  In  all  284  houses  were  visited  200  of  which 
necessitated  treatment. 

Quarterly  visits  were  made  to  107  business  premises,  83  being  treated  for 
minor  infestations.  Total  income  from  this  work  was  £249. 

The  operative  employed  devoted  approximately  half  his  time  to  rodent 
control.  Warfarin  was  again  the  agent  of  destruction. 

Full  details  of  the  work  are  set  out  as  per  the  return  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non- Agricultural 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

{including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

{including 

Business 

Premises) 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in  Loeal  Authori- 
ty’s Distriet  . . 

10 

1 

14,668 

1,413 

16,091 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of: 

Notification 

228 

228 

Survey 

7 

8 

107 

122 

Otherwise 

— 

42 

833 

875 

Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspection  . . 

9 

284 

1416 

1,709 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

Rats — Minor 

5 

176 

i 

1 

; 82 

263 

Mice — Minor 

— 

24 

1 

25 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  the  L.A. 

5 

200 

83 

288 

Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  . . 

9 

221 

338 

568 

In  addition,  19  agricultural  properties  were  surveyed. 
Assistance  was  given  to  Amblecote  U.D.C.  when  requested. 


Sewers 

Manholes  prebaited  in  various  parts  of  the  district  again  resulted  in  “no 
takes”  being  recorded. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933—1954 

3 new  applications  were  received  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  53 
licenced  slaughtermen  in  the  District. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Details  of  the  shop  premises  on  the  register  are  as  follows: 

Food  Shops 
Cafes 

Other  Shops 
Licensed  Premises 


409 

18 

248 

165 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  3 premises  which,  upon  inspection, 
were  found  to  be  suitable. 


PETROLEUM  ACT 

123  Premises  are  licenced  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in  the  area,  the  total 
amount  licenced  being  112,433  gallons.  Licence  fees  amounted  to  £77  15s.  Od. 

2 licences  covering  the  storage  of  4 tons  Calcium  Carbide  were  issued;  the 
fees  amounted  to  £l  5s.  Od. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  this  Act. 

Four  samples  were  taken,  three  conformed  to  the  British  Standard. 

1 Rag  Flock. 

1 White  Cotton  Felt. 

1 Cotton  Flock. 

1 Algerian  Fibre. 

The  Algerian  Fibre  contained  excess  insoluble  impurities  alleged  to  be 
due  to  the  condition  of  the  fibre  when  received  in  this  country.  Efforts  are 
being  made  by  the  trade  interests  to  comply  with  the  standard. 


H.  J.  PARKER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Housing  Act 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1955 


Re- 

Inspections  Inspections 


Repairs  (Sec.  9) 

Demolition  (Sec.  11)  . . 

Closing  (Sec.  12) 

Clearance  Areas 
Other  Visits  . . 

Improvement  Grants 

Public  Health  Act 

Houses 

Council  Houses 
Overcrowding 
Licensed  Premises 
Schools 

Camping  Sites,  Licensed 
Cinemas 
Rivers  Pollution 
Smoke  Abatement — 

Observations  and  Premises  visited 
Atmospheric  Pollution  Readings 
Public  Conveniences  . . 

Drainage  (Inspections) 

Drainage  Tests 
Cesspools 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies 
Ashes  Accommodation 
Accumulations 
Disinfestation 
Infectious  Diseases  . . 

Swimming  Pool 
Offensive  Trades 

Factory  Act 

Factories 
Bake-houses  . . 

Outworkers 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Market 

Food  Premises,  including  Ice-Cream  Retailers 
Food  Preparing  Premises 
Fish  Fryers 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers 
Milk  and  Dairies 
Cold  Stores 
Food  Vehicles 


47 

31 

88 

368 

2 

9 

95 

26 

780 

8 

177 

236 

1138 

2682 

22 

15 

22 

82 

67 

227 

11 

— 

26 

1 

10 

2 

3 

— 

159 

15 

370 

— 

22 

43 

60 

12 

35 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

11 

1 

15 

7 

6 

1 

113 

3 

7 

— 

2 

— 

226 

156 

31 

9 

20 

1 

52 

26 

502 

413 

49 

11 

38 

15 

65 

2 

36 

2 

1 

1 

6 

— ■ 
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Bye-Laws 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Piggeries 

Slaughterhouses 

Shops  Act  . . 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  . . 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 
Petroleum  Act 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc.  on  Property 


Re- 

Inspections  Inspections 

141  41 

35  21 

1501  1 

159  122 

5 14 

4 -- 

79  39 

42  8 

466  — 


Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a result  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices 
served  (Work  actually  carried  out) 


Dwelling  Houses 


Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

House  brickwork  repointed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Chimney  stacks  repointed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Chimney  pots  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Defective  brickwork  of  walls  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Rainwater  spouting  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 52 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  . . . . . , , . . . . . 10 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  118 

Firegrates  repaired  or  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Windows  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Sash  cords  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 

Top  sashes  of  windows  hung  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Window  fasteners  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Living  room  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 11 

Bedroom  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Stairs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 4 

Verandah  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
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Wash-houses,  Water  Closets,  etc. 


Wash-house  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Wash-house  doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 4 

Wash-house  chimneys  repointed  or  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . 3 

Wash-house  windows  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 3 

Wash-house  floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Wash-house  doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Repairs  to  sink  brickwork,  etc.  . . . . . ' . . . . 5 

Water  supply  provided  to  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Washing  boiler  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Brickwork  of  washing  boiler  repaired  . . . . . . . . 8 

Washing  furnaces  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 7 

Rainwater  spouting  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  Closet  walls  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  Closet  brickwork  repointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 7 

Water  Closet  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Water  Closet  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 1 

New  Water  Closets  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Water  Closet  pans  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Water  Closet  seats  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Water  Closet  flush  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 35 

Leaking  Water  Closet  joints  repaired  . . . . . . . . 43 

Yards  or  paving  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 


Drainage 


Obstructed  drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . , . . . 28 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstrueted  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Inspection  chambers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

New  covers  provided  to  inspection  chambers  . . , . . . 4 

Waste  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Privy  converted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 


Food  Premises 


Screens  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Cleansing  and  redecoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Hot  water  facilities  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Raising  of  outside  display  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Dustbins  provided  and  covered  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous ...  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


Shops  Act 


Forms  required  to  be  exhibited 
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Licensed  Premises 

Sanitary  accommodation  limewashed  . . . . . . . . 16 

Sanitary  accommodation  screened  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . . . . . 2 

W.C.s’  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Hot  Water  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Bath  Rooms  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Sink  Waste  Pipe  repaired  . . . . . , . . . . . . 2 

Bar  Sinks  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Ventilated  Food  Store  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cellar  Floor  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Cellars  limewashed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

General  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Premises  redeeorated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Factories  and  Workshops  limewashed  . . . . . . . . 3 

New  sanitary  aecommodation  built  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  Closets  or  Urinals  limewashed  . . . . . . . . 9 

Water  Closets  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Miseellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bakehouses 

Bakehouses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . , . . . . . 7 

Other  Nuisances 

Caravans  removed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Aceumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . . . , 11 

Miscellaneous  . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Petroleum  Act 

Extinguishers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1956. 
Staff 


Foreman 

1 

Male  Employees 

43 

Female  Employees  . . 

9 

These  are  employed  as  follows: 

Male 

Female 

Refuse  Collection 

23 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

2 

— 

Salvage 

3 

9 

Street  Cleansing 

9 

— 

Gullies  and  Cesspools 

2 

— 

Depots,  Drains,  Public  Conveniences, 

Rodent  Control  . . 

4 

— 

The  number  of  working  days  lost  by  all  employees,  through  sickness  or 
injuries  was  522  a decrease  of  150  days  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Vehicles 

The  vehicles  available  to  the  Department  are  listed  below. 

One  Morris  30-cwt.  Van  was  delivered  in  January,  1956,  and  a Bedford 
Lacre  Mechanical  Sweeper  was  delivered  in  March,  1956,  both  were  replace- 
ments. 

3 S.  & D.  Freighters  (16-18  cubic  yards) 

2 S.  & D.  Freighters  (11  cubic  yards) 

1 S.  & D.  Gully  Emptier 
1 Cesspool  Emptier 

1 Morris  Commercial 

4 Morris  Vans 

2 Ford  Vans 

2 Lewin  Roadsweeper  Collectors 
1 Bedford  Lacre  Mechanical  Sweeper 
1 Austin  Van 
1 Bulldozer 
1 Bray  Hydra-Loader 


Collection 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year  except  for  2 weeks  when  the  service  was  suspended  to  allow  annual 
holidays  to  be  taken. 
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Tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  staff  employed  for  their  loyalty;  ehanges 
in  personnel  are  now  rare  despite  the  better  facilities  available  in  other  jobs. 

The  Council  decided  to  increase  the  rate  of  bonus  from  2 Jd.  to  3 Jd.  per  bin 
per  gang  on  all  bins  emptied  in  excess  of  the  set  basic  figure.  The  bonus  scheme, 
introduced  in  October,  1950,  to  cope  with  the  ever  increasing  number  of  new 
houses  and  provide  the  men  with  the  opportunity  to  get  more  pay  has  proved 
very  successful  and,  without  doubt,  is  a contributory  factor  in  the  regular 
service  provided. 

The  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  12,419  tons. 

Disposal 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  at  the  Leys  by  controlled  tipping,  properly 
covered.  A small  bulldozer  and  a Bray  hydraloader  are  employed. 

Extraction  of  salvageable  materials  continued,  on  an  increased  scale. 

Disposal  Ground — 

House  Refuse  ..  ..  ..  ..  11,727 

Trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . 692 

- — 12,419 

Road  Sweepings  . . . . . . . . 1,858 


14,277  Tons 


Dustbin  Provision 

Dustbins  are  provided  free  to  domestic  premises,  the  cost  falling  on  the 
refuse  collection  service. 

As  the  prompt  replacement  of  defective  dustbins  is  essential  in  the  present 
day  refuse  collection,  the  ganger  in  each  team  of  collectors  reports  weekly  on 
the  defective  bins  on  his  round  and  thus  ensures  early  replacement. 

The  cost  of  bins  nowadays  makes  it  imperative  to  exercise  the  tightest 
control.  One  householder  was  required  to  defray  part  cost  of  a bin  which  had 
been  damaged  by  use  as  an  incinerator;  several  more  were  warned  to  keep 
bins  dry. 

The  total  number  of  bins  provided  from  May,  1950  to  31st  March,  1956,  is 
as  follows: 

Houses  privately  owned  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,766 

Houses  council  owned  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,199 


12,965 


Unfortunately  some  of  these  were  ungalvanised  bins  and  are  already 
requiring  replacement.  The  shortage  of  zinc  was,  therefore,  a very  costly 
item  for  this  Council. 

Waste  Paper 

The  total  amount  of  waste  paper  despatched  to  the  Mills  was  658  tons, 
value  £5,414,  an  increase  of  99  tons  and  £1,435  respectively  over  the  previous 
year. 
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The  paper  was  collected  by  3 vans,  each  van  having  a woman  collector 
to  assist  the  driver. 

Two  electric  presses,  operated  by  women,  baled  the  paper.  A Lister  Power 
loader  was  acquired  m December  to  facilitate  loading  on  to  road  vehicles  for 
dispatch  to  The  Thames  Board  Mills. 


General 

The  total  income  for  the  year  was  £6,666  and  942  tons  of  salvaged  material 
was  returned  to  industry.  137  tons  of  tins  were  extracted  from  refuse  at  the 
disposal  ground;  these  were  press  baled  and  sold  for  £754. 

Salvage  Income 
Paper 
Baled  Tins 
Cullet 
Textiles  . . 

Metals 

Miscellaneous 

942  £6,666 


Tons 

658 

137 

104 

11 

32 


£ 

5,414 

754 

234 

89 

160 

15 


COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1956 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse,  Kitchen  Waste  and  Salvage 


Particulars 



Collection 

Disposal 

uiiu  oaivagc 

j Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

1 

£ 

£ 

1 £ 

Labour  . . 

10239 

3021 

13260 

Transport 

5975 

4182 

i 10157 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings* 

5554 

558 

6112 

Other  items 

— 

— 

Total 

21768 

7761 

29529 

Gross  Income  . . 

284 

6845 

7129 

Net  Cost 

21484 

916 

22400 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d.  j 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — labour  only  . . j 

15  8 

4 7 1 

20  3 

Gross  cost  per  ton — transport  only  . . j 

9 1 

6 5 1 

15  6 

Net  cost  per  ton*  . . . . . . | 

32  10 

1 5 

34  3 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population*  . .1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

432 

18 

450 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises* 

* 4.  -l- 11  • 

1377 

59  1 

1436 

* The  cost  of  providing  ashbins,  i.e.  £4,313  is  included  in  Plant,  etc 
and  represents  6s.  7d.  per  ton,  £87  per  1,000  population  and  £276  per  1,000 
premises  of  the  Net  Unit  Costs. 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Population  at  30th  June,  1955  . . 

Total  refuse  collected— actual 
Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 
Number  of  premises 
Average  haul 

Frequency  of  collection  . . 

Kerbside  collection  (percentage  of  total  collection) 
Total  refuse  disposed  of  . . 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping  . . 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  Disposal) 


5,851  acres 
49,740 
13,077  tons 
14.4  cwts. 
15,600 
2 . 25  miles 
weekly 
Nil 

13,077  tons 
100% 
£460,062 
£884 

2s.  1.3d. 


Street  Cleansing 

Generally  speaking  the  conditions  have  improved.  The  advent  of  the 
“Flying  Squad”  has  done  much  to  remedy  the  litter  nuisance;  this  squad, 
of  3 men  with  a small  van,  is  occupied  daily  in  cleaning  up  litter  from  the 
main  roads,  especially  at  bus  stops,  etc.  The  attention  thus  given  at  least 
minimises  the  problem  but  members  of  the  public  would  do  well  to  remember 
that  the  cost  is  high  and  the  action  of  depositing  litter  on  the  street  is,  to  say  the 
least — low. 

The  mechanical  roadsweepers  and  a few  aged  street  orderlies  coped  with 
the  rest  of  the  work  satisfactorily. 

A new  Bedford  Lacre  mechanical  sweeper  was  purchased  and  put  into 
service  in  March,  1956.  It  replaces  a sweeper  in  use  since  1947. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  vehicles  is  as  follows: 


Nmnher 
of  Loads 

Weight 

Tons 

Loads  of 
Water 

Working 

Days 

No.  1 Lewin  Sweeper  . . 

393 

854 

296 

246 

No.  2 Lewin  Sweeper  . . 

331 

718 

144 

202 

No.  3 Bedford  Lacre  Sweeper  . . 

69  ^ 

224 

22 

24 

Street  sweepings  moved  by 

793 

1796 

462 

472 

other  vehicles 

47 

62 

— 

Total 

840 

1858 

462 

Gully  Cleansing 

The  emptying  of  street  gullies  is  by  mechanical  means,  and  proceeded 
in  a routine  manner. 
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COST  STATEMENT,  1955-1956 


Particulars 

Street  Sweeping 
and  Watering 

1 Street  and 

Gully  Cleansing 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

\ 

Gross  Expenditure — 

1 £ 

£ 

£ 

Labour 

2593 

311 

2904 

Transport  . . 

3692 

! 790 

4482 

Plant,  equipment,  build- 

1 

ing,  etc. 

Other  items 

339 

1 92 

431 

— 

j — 

Total 

6624 

! 1193 

7817 

Unit  Costs — 

£ ! 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile 

1 

1 

cleansed 

92 

j 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 

£ ! 

£ 

£ 

cleansed 

105 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popula- 

tion 

133 

24 

157 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Mileage  of  streets  cleansed  . . . . . . , . , . . . 71.83 

Frequency  of  cleansing — 

At  least  once  daily  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Three  to  five  times  weekly  . . . . . . . . . . o% 

Twice  weekly  . . . . . . . . . . . . _ 12% 

Once  weekly  . . . . . . . . . . , . , , 75% 

Less  than  once  weekly  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9% 

Number  of  street  gullies  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 2,120 

Number  of  gully  cleansings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,290 

Weight  of  street  and  gully  refuse  . . . . . . . . . . 2,632  tons 


Cesspools 

The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed  was  204,  loads  removed  were  319  and 
the  cost  was  £481. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  following  figures  show  the  considerable  progress  that  has  been  made 
since  the  amalgamation  in  1934: 


Year  ending 

31st  March 

w.c:s 

Bins 

Pans 

Ashpits 

Privies 

Dry 

Ashpits 

Cesspools 

1935  . . 

. . 10458 

10388 

143 

262 

108 

135 

195(3  .. 

. . 16810 

15960 

68 

6 

1 

120 

Public  Conveniences 


The  following  conveniences  are  cleansed  daily  by  this  Department. 


Pearson  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Church  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Mill  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
High  Street,  Quarry  Bank  . 
High  Street,  Brockmoor 
High  Street,  Pensnett 
High  Street,  Pensnett 
The  Cross,  Kingswinford 
Enville  Road,  Wallheath 
Lawnswood  Road,  Wordsley 
High  Street,  Wordsley 


Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 

Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 

Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 


H.  J.  PARKER, 

Cleansing  Superintendent, 


